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Polar publications provided an outlet 
for creativity, education, and to let off 
steam anonymously, as articles were 
signed with pen names. 

This excerpt from The Antarctic Petrel 
(1907 Nimrod expedition) pokes fun at 
scientists (“they are quite tame ... and 
have learned to sip liquor from a glass”). 



After leaving port, the 
Nimrod men finally 
located their tea 17 
days later. Then the search for the cigars 
commenced; two days later they were 
finally found, prompting this cartoon of 
a seaman dreaming of cigars and a lost 
and found listing. 
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Educational 
Articles 

Left: from the Petrel; right: from the South 
Polar Times (vol. 1, Scott’ s Discovery 
expedition, 1901–1904, edited by Ernest 
Shackleton) 



 

 
 

 

Many pages were devoted to how 
compasses work at the South Pole, to 
meteorological observations, cooking 
with stoves on sledges, sea ice, and even 
horticulture: Scott’ s men grew onion, 
radish, lettuce, turnips, mustard, and 
cress (the latter two were favorites and 
grew well). 



Records of  Daily Activities 



Art and Poetry 





  
 

Left: List of noms de 
plume, published in 
the South Polar Times 



 Top: Illustration by Edward Wilson for 
the South Polar Times (he did many); 
bottom: silly hieroglyphic parody 



 Go ahead! Drop off  your 
article in the submissions box! 
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